
Baseline skills & Visual Elements Art Investigation 1
Art Investigation 1

Art Investigation 2
Art Investigation 3

Art Investigation 4

Art Investigation 5 (Cultural Project) 

Art Investigation 6 (Identity Project) Componant 1 (Sustained Project 60% final grade weighting) 

Componant 1 (Sustained Project 60% final grade weighting)Componant 2 (Externally Set Assignment
EXAM Project 40% final grade weighting) 

Colour Theory; colour mixing; 
primary, secondary and tertiary 

colours.
Painting with accuracy and skill

Drawing, Line, Tone, 
Form, Mark making

Learning to respond to artist 
research visually.

Developing your own opinion 
of an artists work and style.

Painting; drawing & recording 
from observation in response 

to an artists work through 
purposeful investigation. 

Experimenting with mixed 
media in the style of an artist.
Developing collage skills in 

the style of an artist.

Understanding different 
printmaking techniques 

appropriate to our 
investigation.

Developing our composition skills 
when designing work in response 

to our investigative work.

Developing collage 
skills in the style of 

an artist.

Understanding different 
printmaking techniques 

appropriate to our 
investigation.

Experimenting with 
mixed media in the 

style of an artist.

Painting; drawing & recording 
from observation in response to 

an artists work through purposeful 
investigation. 

Learning to respond to artist 
research visually. Developing 
your own opinion of an artists 

work and style.

Exploring 2D or 3D 
materials that link to the 

selected artist. 
Understanding texture 

and layers. 

Designing in 2D & 3D 
Media appropriate to the 
investigation and artist.

Evalulating and assessing our 
own artistic responses and 
outcomes, along with the 

artwork of others.

Realising intentions 
through the production 

of personalised 2D or 3D 
outcomes. 

Evalulating and assessing 
our own artistic responses 
and outcomes, along with 

the artwork of others.

Realising intentions 
through the production 

of personalised 2D or 3D 
outcomes. 

Designing in 2D & 3D 
Media appropriate 
to the investigation 

and artist.

Developing our 
composition skills 

when designing work 
in response to our 
investigative work.

Learning to respond to 
artist research visually. 
Developing your own 
opinion of an artists 

work or art movement. 

Painting; drawing 
& recording from 

observation in 
response to an 
artists work or 
art movement 

through purposeful 
investigation. 

Experimenting 
with mixed 

media in the 
style of an artist 

or art movement. 
Developing 
collage skills 
in the style of 
an artist or art 

movement.
eloping collage 
skills in the style 
of an artist or art 

movement. 

Further developing out 
understanding different 
printmaking techniques 

appropriate to our 
investigation. Exploring 
2D or 3D materials that 
link to the selected artist 

or art movement. 
Understanding texture and 

layers as appropriate to 
our investigation.

Developing our composition 
skills when designing work in 

response to the artist of focus, 
or art movement. 

Designing and further 
developing our ideas 

in 2D & 3D Media 
appropriate to the 

investigation and artist or 
art movement. 

Realising intentions 
through the production 

of personalised 2D or 3D 
outcomes. 

Evalulating and assessing 
our own artistic responses 
and outcomes, along with 

the artwork of others.

Learning to respond to 
artist research visually. 
Developing your own 

opinion of an artists work 
or art movement. 

Painting; drawing 
& recording from 

observation in response 
to an artists work or 

art movement through 
purposeful investigation. 

Experimenting with mixed 
media in the style of an 
artist or art movement.

Developing collage skills 
in the style of an artist or 

art movement. 

Exploring 2D or 3D 
materials that link to 

the selected artist or art 
movement. 

Understanding texture and 
layers as appropriate to 

our investigation. 

Further developing out 
understanding different 
printmaking techniques 

appropriate to our 
investigation.

Exploring 2D or 3D 
materials that link to 

the selected artist or art 
movement. 

Understanding texture and 
layers as appropriate to 

our investigation. 

Realising 
intentions 

through the 
production of 

personalised 2D 
or 3D outcomes. 

Designing and further 
developing our ideas 

in 2D & 3D Media 
appropriate to the 

investigation and artist 
or art movement. 

Developing our 
composition skills when 

designing work in response 
to the artist of focus, or art 

movement. 

Researching, analysing and 
responding to an artists work 

with links to identity. 
Responding appropriatly and 

throughtfully to artists work with 
increased critical understanding. 

Developing your own opinion 
of an artists work, articulating 

thoughts and reflections 
through detailed annotations 

demonstrating an understanding 
of sources. 

Further refining our skills 
and knowledge in painting; 

drawing & recording, 
working from observation in 
response to an artists work 

linked to identity. 
Skillfully experimenting with 
mixed media in the style of 
an artist or art source with 

links to identity. 

Record Ideas, 
observations and 

insights relevant to 
intentions as work 

progresses.

Refining work by exploring 
ideas, selecting and 
experimenting with 

appropriate media, materials 
techniques and process. 

Developing ideas 
through investigations, 
demonstrating critical 

understanding of sources. 

Evalulating 
and assessing 

our own artistic 
responses and 

outcomes, along 
with the artwork 

of others.

Refining our skills in 
painting; drawing & 

recording, working from 
observation in response 
to an artists work from 

another culture. 
Experimenting with mixed 

media in the style of an 
artist or art source from a 

different culture. 

Developing your own 
opinion of an artists work, 
articulating thoughts and 

reflections through detailed 
annotations. 

Researching, analysing and 
responding to Art from other 

cultures. 
Responding appropriatlky and 
throughtfully to artists and art 

work from other cultures.

Exploring different print making 
techniques appropriate to 

intentions and to the culture 
of focus. 

Exploring 2D or 3D materials 
appropriate to an artist or art 

from a different culture, reflecting 
on plans, designs and prior 

knowledge. 

Exploration of mark making with paint 
and different painting techniques in 

response to different artists styles and art 
work from different cultures.

Experimentation with mixed media and 
texture appropriate to intentions with 

increased confidence. 

Designing meaningful 
responses to an artists style 
or art work from a different 

culture.

Evalulating and assessing our 
own artistic process and the 

artwork of others with sensitivity 
and analytical skills. and 

throughtfully to artists and art 
work from other cultures.

Developing ideas with 
appropriate media personalising 

our outcomes.

Present a personal and 
meaningful response that 

realises intentions and 
demonstrates understanding 

of visual language.

Evalulating and 
assessing our own 

artistic process and the 
artwork of others with 

sensitivity and analytical 
skills. 

Developing ideas through 
investigations, demonstrating 

critical understanding of sources. 

Refining work by exploring ideas, 
selecting and experimenting with 

appropriate media, materials 
techniques and process. 

Designing meaningful 
responses to an artists 
style or art work with 
themes of identity. 

Further exploring different print 
making techniques appropriate to 

intentions and to the artist of focus. 
Skillfully exploring 2D or 3D 

materials appropriate to intentions, 
reflecting on plans, designs and prior 

knowledge. 
Creating a range of experimentations 

with mixed media and texture 
appropriate to intentions with 

increased confidence. 

Record Ideas, observations and 
insights relevant to intentions as 

work progresses.

Present a personal and meaningful 
response that realises intentions 
and demonstrates understanding 

of visual language. 

Record Ideas, observations 
and insights relevant 
to intentions as work 

progresses.

Refining work by exploring 
ideas, selecting and 

experimenting with appropriate 
media, materials techniques and 

process. 

Developing ideas 
through investigations, 
demonstrating critical 

understanding of sources. 

Present a personal and 
meaningful response that realises 

intentions and demonstrates 
understanding of visual language.

Exploring 2D or 3D 
materials that link to 
the selected artist. 

Understanding texture 
and layers.

What is colour theory?
What is drawing, mark 

making and tonal 
shading?  

How do you describe and 
analyse an artists work? How can we skillfully respond to an artists work? How can we skillfully 

respond to an artists 
work?

How do you create a 
successful composition? 

How can we skillfully respond 
to the artists work? 

How do you 
describe and analyse 

the artists work of 
investigation? 

How can we skillfully respond to the artists work? 

How can we develop 
our ideas? 

How can we reflect on our 
work? 

How can we 
personalise our art 

work?

How can we reflect on 
our work? 

How can we 
personalise our art 

work?

How can we 
develop our ideas? 

How do you create a 
successful composition 

in the style of the 
artist? 

How do you describe 
and analyse an 

artists work or art 
movement in further 

depth?

How can we skillfully respond to an artists work
or art movement?

How do you create a 
successful composition in 

the appropriate style?

How can we further 
develop our ideas? 

How can we personalise 
our art work?

How can we reflect 
on our work and its 

effectiveness? 

How do you describe 
and analyse an artists 
work or art movement 

in further depth?

How can we skillfully respond to an artists work or art movement? How can we 
personalise our 

art work?

How can we further 
develop our ideas? 

How do you create a 
successful composition in 

the appropriate style? 

How do you describe and 
analyse an artists work in 

further depth?
How can we skillfully respond to an artists work sensitively and 

thoughtfully demonstrating our understanding? 

How can we 
effectively record 

our ideas and 
understanding 

through drawing, 
images and 
annotation?

How do we refine our 
work demonstrating an 
exploration of different 

materials, techniques and 
processes appropriate to 

our intentions? 

How do we research 
and respond 

appropriatly to relevant 
artists connected to 

the sustained project? 

How can we 
reflect on our 
work and its 

effectiveness? 

How do you describe and analyse an artists work in further 
depth, and the work of other cultures?

How can we skillfully respond to an artists work sensitively and thoughtfully? 
How can we develop our 
ideas in response to the 
artists work and cultural 

style of art? 

How can we
personalise our art work?

How do we produce 
effective and successful 
outcomes to conclude 

our investigations which 
demonstrate our skills and 

understanding?

How can we 
personalise our art 

work demonstrating 
links to our sources 

and research?

How do we research and 
respond appropriatly to relevant 

artists connected to the 
sustained project? 

How do we refine our work 
demonstrating an exploration 

of different materials, 
techniques and processes 

appropriate to our intentions? 

How can we develop 
our ideas in response 

to the artists work 
demonstrating 
our improved 

understanding of 
different techniques 

and ways of working?

How can we effectively record 
our ideas and understanding 
through drawing, images and 

annotation?

How do we refine our work 
demonstrating an exploration 

of different materials, 
techniques and processes 

appropriate to our intentions? 

How can we evidence 
we can effectively 

record our ideas and 
understanding through 
drawing, images and 
detailed annotation?

How do we prove we 
can refine our work 

demonstrating an exploration 
of different materials, 

techniques and processes 
appropriate to our intentions? 

How do we prove we can 
research and respond 

appropriatly to relevant 
artists connected to our 
chosen exam question? 

How do we demonstrate 
all we have learnt in the 

producing of effective and 
successful outcomes which 
conclude our investigations 

and demonstrate our skills and 
understanding?
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The Art, Design and photography curriculum for 
KS3 and KS4 aims to provide students with a 
strong foundation in visual literacy, creativity, and 
technical skills in a wide range of media, including 
drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, textiles, 
and photography. The curriculum intends to foster 
students’ curiosity, imagination, and critical thinking 
through a variety of creative projects and assignments, 
as well as exposing them to the cultural and historical 
contexts of art, design and photography. At KS3 level, 
students will explore a range of materials, techniques, 
and processes to develop their creativity, problem-
solving, and critical thinking skills. They will learn about 
the basic principles of art and design, including colour 
theory, composition, and perspective. They will also 
learn about art movements, artists, and designers and 
their contributions to the field.

At KS4 level, the curriculum builds on the foundations 
of KS3 and aims to develop students’ technical skills, 
creativity and critical thinking to a higher level. Students 
will study more advanced concepts and techniques, and 
have the opportunity to specialize in their preferred 
media, such as painting, drawing, mixed media or 
photography. Throughout the curriculum, students will 
be encouraged to reflect on their own creative process, 
and engage in critical discussions with their peers and 
teachers to evaluate their own work and that of others. 
They will also be encouraged to explore the impact of 
art, design, and photography on society, culture, and 
the environment. The overall intent of the curriculum 
is to inspire and challenge students to develop their 
creativity, technical skills, and critical thinking, while 
fostering their understanding and appreciation of art, 
design, and photography in their wider contexts.
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