
PERFORMING

How do I perform my piece of keyboard music well to an audience? 

Develop singing and keyboard skills. 
Performance pieces will include ‘Yonder Come 
Day’ and ‘Heart and Soul’. Develop knowledge 

and understanding of the musical elements, 
basic music notation and for composing 

additional material based on these songs. Sing 
the melody line to ‘Yonder Come Day’ in tune, 
following the contours of the song as part of a 

class ensemble. 

Identify and explore musical 
elements using an appropriate 
musical vocabulary. Maintain 
the keyboard melody and/or 

accompaniment to ‘Heart and 
Soul’ with awareness of how 

the different parts fit together 
and the need to achieve an 

overall effect.

MUSIC OF CHINA

How do you develop your knowledge of the key features and instruments of 
Chinese music to perform your piece?

Apply these features to your own 
Chinese style improvisation. Identify 

and explore musical elements and how 
music reflects time, place and culture, 
including the key features of Chinese 
music.  Perform the melody and/or 

accompaniment of a Chinese song and 
improvise simple musical ideas using the 

Chinese pentatonic scale.

Examine how music is used and performed in 
non-Western culture. Develop knowledge of 
the key features and instruments of Chinese 

music, and understanding of Chinas cultural and 
historical background. Listen to and perform 

music from China and explore their use of scales 
and tonality (including the Chinese pentatonic 

scale).

GROUND BASS COMPOSITION

How important is ground bass in music?

Perform Pachelbel’s Canon and use its 
ground bass as a starting point for your 

own compositions adding your own layers 
above the given bassline using suggested 
chords and/or melody notes. Identify the 

key features and composers of the Baroque 
period. Compose simple musical ideas using 
the ground bass from Pachelbel’s Canon as a 

starting point.

Explore the Baroque period and 
develop your knowledge of its key 
features and composers including 

Pachelbel, Bach and Vivaldi.  
Explore how composers have 

used ground bass in a selection 
of music from different times and 
places including popular song. 

POPULAR SONGS

What makes a popular song?

Identify and explore how popular songs 
are structured using an appropriate musical 

vocabulary. Sing the melody of a pop song in 
tune, following the contours of the song and/

or maintain an accompaniment on guitar, 
producing a good sound. Perform ‘My Heart 

Will Go On’ and ‘Love Yourself’. Examine 
how popular songs are organised, analysing 

structure, form and texture. from my instrument.

 Develop knowledge of different 
styles of western popular music and 
explore what makes a hit pop song. 

Develop your singing and guitar 
skills and technique.  Develop aural 
skills, singing by ear, and notation 

skills, learning to read and interpret 
guitar tablature.

THE BLUES

How do you improvise?

Explore the history and genres of 
African American music focusing on 
the Blues.  Develop improvisation 

skills and perform a Blues 
improvisation.  Compose own Blues 
song using the 12 bars Blues chord 

sequence as a starting point.

Opportunities to make significant 
contributions to performances 

including leading others, taking a 
solo part or holding a harmony line. 

Describe, compare and evaluate 
different kinds of African American 
music using an appropriate musical 
vocabulary. Compose effective and 

creative responses to the given 
stimulus.

BOLLYWOOD

Why is Bollywood music so successful? 

Apply these features to your own 
Indian style improvisation. Identify and 

explore musical elements and how 
music reflects time, place and culture, 

including the key features of Indian 
music.  Perform the melody and/or 

accompaniment of an Indian song and 
improvise simple musical ideas using 

an Indian raga.

Examine how music is used and 
performed in non-Western culture. 

Develop knowledge of the key features 
and instruments of Indian music, 

and understanding of India’s cultural 
and historical background.isten to 
and perform music from India and 

explore their use of scales and tonality 
(including Indian ragas).

C1 EXPLORING MUSIC PRODUCTS AND 
STYLES (LEARNING AIM A)

How do you support examples of musicals 
elements?

Investigate the key features of different musical styles and 
genres. Practically explore the key features of different genres 

of music and music theory and apply your knowledge and 
understanding to developing your own creative work. Develop 

appreciation of styles and genres of music

CLASSICAL & ROMANTIC MUSIC

How has the Classical and Romantic periods changed music?

For students who are more confident 
keyboard players there will be the 

opportunity to learn and perform the full 
piece including two more challenging 

(Grade 5 standard!), contrasting sections. 
Describe, compare and evaluate 

Classical and Romantic music using 
appropriate musical vocabulary. Perform 
an appropriately challenging part from 

Beethoven’s ‘Für Elise’ with fluency, 
accuracy and musical expression.

Learn about Ludwig van Beethoven who is considered 
one of the world’s greatest composers.  Learn about 

his extremely challenging upbringing and life, how this 
impacted on his music, and how he brought about an 
entirely new style of music and the Romantic period.  

Learn about other key composers of the Classical and 
Romantic periods and these periods key features.  Learn 
and perform Beethoven’s famous ‘Für Elise’. - Develop 
their keyboard skills, ability to read treble and bass clef 

notation, and to perform with two hands together.

FILM MUSIC

How exciting can you make your piece?

Examine the history of film music and its key 
composers. Listen to and Perform popular pieces of 

film music, including extracts from ‘The good, the Bad 
and the Ugly’, ‘Star Wars’ and ‘Forest Gump’.  explore 

leitmotifs and how they can be used to represent 
certain characters and situations in film music, 

composing a motif for a character of their choice.  
Learn how the elements of music and musical features 
are used by film composers to create different moods, 

effects and a sense of time and place in music.

Develop notation skills and their 
ability to read treble and bass clef 
notation. Describe, compare and 

evaluate different kinds of film 
music using an appropriate musical 

vocabulary.  Perform an appropriately 
challenging piece of film music with 

accuracy, fluency and expression, and 
compose an effective and creative 

character motif.

Develop and present an original creation based on a 
piece from a given list and a style from a choice of four. 
Present this as a solo or group performance, an audio 
recording or a DAW project. Consider how your skills 
and interests make you suitable for the specific music 

industry opportunity. 

Work to strengths and interests and apply the 
skills learnt throughout the course. Focus on a 

particular area of the music industry and respond to 
a commercial music brief as a composer, performer 
or producer. Develop and refine musical material 

before presenting a final response. 

How do you develop and refine musical 
material before presenting a final 

response?
Get the best performance?

MUSIC & IDENTITY

How important is music from around the World?

Explore how music can influence 
and express an individual’s 

identity. Listen to and analyse a 
selection of music from different 

countries, as well as fusions 
of musical styles. Explore how 

location, religion and culture can 
impact the music people listen to 
and develop their own personal 
relationship with music. This will 
culminate in a performance or 
composition of their choice.

Explain what music means to you, 
justify choices and responses to 
music and describe, compare 
and evaluate different kinds 

of music using an appropriate 
musical vocabulary. Perform an 
appropriately challenging part 

from memory/notation with fluency, 
accuracy and expression OR 

compose effective and creative 
responses to a chosen stimulus, 

with a clear sense of style, structure, 
and purpose.

C1 EXPLORING MUSIC PRODUCTS AND STYLES 
(LEARNING AIM B)

How do you make an interesting composition? 

Explore how musical elements, technology 
and other resources are used in the 

performance, creation and production of 
music. Explore techniques used to create 

music products.

The music industry produces a wide 
range of products such as recordings, 

compositions, live performances, music for 
film, TV and computer games. 

Develop understanding of different types 
of music product and the techniques used 

to create them. 

UKULELE

Can you make a piece of music out of 4 chords?

Reinforce understanding 
of chords and the role of 
accompanying. Introduce 

students to ukulele chords/
tablature and strumming 

patterns. Perform pop songs 
within small ensembles. 

Identify and explain the parts 
of the ukulele and how they 

contribute to the instrument’s 
sound.

Historical and 
geographical 

understanding of the 
instrument within the 

world. Appreciate 
and demonstrate 
the relationship 

between melody and 
accompaniment through 
whole class/group and 
individual performing.

DANCE MUSIC

How professional can you make your piece?

Develop music production skills and 
understanding of music software. Learn 

about successful music producers. Develop 
sequencing and composition skills using 
software to produce a piece of original 

music. 

Identify and explore the key features of 
music software and how this can be used 

to record, sequence and manipulate ideas. 
Create an original piece of music using 

music production techniques.

JAZZ & IMPROVISATION

How can you improvise?

To explore improvisation as a compositional tool. Increase right/
left hand coordination on the keyboard. Develop understanding 

of musical structures and styles. learning to improvise through jazz, 
with a focus on phrasing, scale, structure and repetition.

Introduction to iconic jazz musicians, such as; Herbie Hancock, 
Miles Davis and Kenny Burrell.  Introducing Rondo form as a 

musical structure and vehicle for improvisation. Identifying the 
difference between melody and bassline and the importance of 

‘head-melody’ in Jazz.

C2 MUSIC SKILLS DEVELOPMENT 
(LEARNING AIM A)

Learn how musicians share their work 
and collaborate with others. Exploring 

professional and commercial skills for the 
music industry.

Develop your own skills as a musician in 
how to use blogs, YouTube, Soundcloud 

and other platforms to share your work and 
skills development with others. Applying 

and developing individual musical skills and 
techniques.

C3 RESPONDING TO A COMMERCIAL MUSIC BRIEF

Build on prior experience?

Performing stylistically accurate cover versions. Creating original music 
using existing stylistic frameworks and traits. Stylistic use of a DAW and 
associated hardware to create an original piece of music from a given 

starting point.

How do you build your stage presents?

As a performer, producer or creator in the 
music industry, you need to continually 

develop your skills and techniques in order 
to be successful and secure a regular flow 

of gigs and commissions. Participate in 
workshops and classes where you will 

develop technical, practical, personal and 
professional skills

How do you develop your techniques?

Specialise in at least two of the following 
areas: music performance, creating 

original music, music production. Review 
your progress and consider how to make 

improvements. 

C2 MUSIC SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
(LEARNING AIM B)
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INTENT MUSICFor students to develop as vocalists and/or 
instrumentalists, to have the technical capability 
to improvise in order to compose, and to have a 
grounding in harmony. To develop listening skills and 
be able to show a knowledge and understanding of 
a range of genres and styles of Music. Key Stage 3 
provides a route for students to be able to choose 
and succeed in further qualifications including BTEC/
GCSE/A Level and higher education and/or to play 
a part in the musical life of the school and their 
community. To develop strong musical identities within 
students, staff and the school. Different cultures are 
referenced within SOW, student’s personal interests are 
encouraged and supported. Background, culture, faith 
and identity are recognised.

IMPACT
Our curriculum contributes towards the steadily 
increasing development of musicianship, developing 
singing, listening, composing, and performing skills. 
Music Technology plays an increasingly important role 
in the delivery of the curriculum, particularly given 
its importance in opening routes to further study. 
Students will gain an aural knowledge of some of the 
great musical output of human civilisation, engage 
with creative processes through improvisation and 
composition, build an understanding of how musical 
elements work, develop knowledge of and improve 
their fluency in music notation. 

LIFELONG OPPORTUNITIES

Students are able to progress on to a broad range of 
careers including: Performer – TV and Film Composer – 
Music Producer – Sound Engineer – Musical Director – 
Music Teacher – Music Management – Music Therapist 
– Orchestra/Choir Performer – DJ – Music Journalist 
– Music Critic – Music Promoter – Venue Management 
– A&R Rep – Music Historian


